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B elieve it or not, this one is actually a “new 
old house” in the hills of western Massachusetts. Chip, 
the owner, developed plans for the Georgian-style dwell-
ing with McKie Wing Roth Jr., a well-known designer of 
reproduction homes who passed away in 2012. “I liked 
Roth’s body of work—and we worked together on this 
design for over a year, mostly through photographs and 
email,” Chip explains. “We created spaces around my in-
herited rugs and furniture. I did meet him once, in per-
son, in Maine.”

The house was built by Victor Morrill Carpentry on 
land purchased in 2002; actual construction started in 2005 

This new house was planned around a collection of 

rugs and furniture passed down for five generations. 
BY PATRICIA POORE  

PHOTOGRAPHS BY PAUL ROCHELEAU

For the Long View
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The cherry-paneled den is the cozy center of the 
house. Figural fireplace tiles representing the four 
seasons are from the historic Moravian Tile Works 
in Doylestown, Pennsylvania. left: The kitchen 
wing includes an informal dining area with a fully 
paneled fireplace wall. 

sources

• Victor Morrill Carpentry (413) 
634-8819, vmorrill@yahoo.com 
general contractor & carpentry

• Chuck Bellinger, Architectural Components 
architecturalcomponentsinc.com exterior 
doors, windows, some interior moldings

• The Kennebec Company kennebeccompany 
.com final kitchen design & cabinets

• Kathleen Smith, Textile Reproductions 
textilereproductions.com fabric 
window valances & consulting

• Caroline Sly Woodworking carolinesly.com 
18th-century corner cabinet

• Ashfield Stone ashfieldstone.com  
schist countertops

• Authentic Designs authenticdesigns.com 
interior lighting

• Mary Gray Lewis Lamp Shades (215) 
968-3920 handmade lampshades 

• Moravian Tile Works buckscounty.org 
figural fireplace tiles

• Period Lighting Fixtures periodlighting.com 
exterior & interior lighting

• Williamsburg Blacksmiths williamsburg 
blacksmiths.com hardware

the 
company
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The plans for the new old house were 
developed by the owner and McKie Wing Roth  Jr., who was a 

well-known designer of colonial- and Federal-style homes.

right: The replica 
Georgian house has 

foursquare massing and 
two center chimneys. 

Exterior colors are Pratt 
& Lambert’s ‘Pelham 

Gray’ (clapboards) and 
‘Bracken Cream Light’ 
(trim) with ‘Old Village 

Salem Brick Red’ on 
the doors. top: Simple 

elegance defines 
the dining room, its 

antique cherry furniture 
collected by the  

owner’s grandmother. 

the furnishings
“I’m an only child, and my father was an only child,” says the owner, 

explaining how so many collected antiques came to him. “The rugs 

are from my great-grandfather, who lived in Philadelphia, as is the 

tilt-top tea table in the living room, and the highboy, and much of 

the bedroom furniture.” In the dining room, an antique cherry table, 

chest, and corner cupboard were collected by Chip’s grandmother. 

The living room’s tall-case clock was made by Christian Bixler 

of Easton, Pennsylvania, a Revolutionary War soldier, and came down 

through Chip’s Washington, D.C., grandparents, who bought it in 

Westfield, Massachusetts, in the late 1930s.

There’s more: a Massachusetts Chippendale chair from the 

late 1700s, and a painting by Pennsylvania Impressionist W. Elmer 

Schofield, of the Housatonic River in Kent, Connecticut. It’s on loan to 

Chip, who boarded at the Kent School. Under the Schofield painting is 

a mahogany card table ca. 1805–15, passed down through the family 

since then.



 14 earlyHomes  F a l l – W i n t e r  2 0 1 4 	  F a l l – W i n t e r  2 0 1 4  earlyHomes 15

above: Many of the 
owner’s antiques 
are displayed in the 
living room. The 
camelback sofa and 
wing chair have been 
reupholstered in 
fabrics selected by 
Kathleen Smith. The 
sofa and tea table 
are reproductions. 
Architectural 
woodworker Caroline 
Sly of Ashfield, 
Massachusetts, made 
the carved shell 
corner cabinet.

and took about two and a half years. The founda-
tion hole had to be blasted, which yielded many 
tons of large, flat Goshen stone. The stone was 
used for exterior steps, retaining walls, walkways, 
patios, and two fireplace hearths. (The house has 
six working fireplaces.) 

Authenticity comes in great part from the 
period-accurate windows and doors, all made by 
Architectural Components of Montague, Massa-
chusetts. Company owner Chuck Bellinger says 
of his client: “He was an absolute delight—knowl-
edgeable, relaxed, and appreciative of the efforts 
of all the tradespeople.” Bellinger helped detail 
the windows and doors. “Chip himself knows the 
terminology of 18th-century houses; he trusted 
me to get the details right,” Bellinger says.

The windows and doors are based on tra-
ditional Connecticut River Valley domestic ar-
chitecture. Bellinger’s company is just across the 

river from Historic Deerfield, “a treasure trove,” 
Bellinger says. Windows are of clear Eastern 
white pine selected to reduce or eliminate the rot-
prone sapwood. The 18th-century plank frame 
windows have reproduction sash; the Georgian-
era muntins are 1" wide with an ovolo profile. 
Wood-frame storm sash were fitted on the in-
side—easy to install and remove seasonally.

Exterior doors were built with pattern-
grade South American mahogany, which is stable 
and naturally rot-resistant. The front entry fea-
tures a pair of narrow six-panel doors with an 
eight-light transom. The surround is simple yet 
elegant with plain pilasters and an ogee crown. 

The foursquare plan with a center hall is 
typical. The living room is on the right, den and 
dining room on the left. Beyond the dining room is 
the kitchen ell. Doors on the first floor are slightly 
wider than standard for accessibility.
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An island separates the 
working kitchen from 
an informal dining area 
with a board wainscot. 
The Kennebec Compa-
ny built Georgian-style 
raised-panel cabinets 
of hand-planed pine 
in the ‘Grover Tavern’ 
finish. The stone coun-
tertop is a New England 
schist with a softly 
honed satin finish, not 
a high polish.

the kitchen
The owner was already familiar with the Kennebec 

Company and had visited their showroom in Bath, Maine, 

where he picked a style for his new kitchen. “Victor and 

I changed the layout from Roth’s initial plans, which he’d 

based on my earlier request,” Chip says. “Kennebec sent 

one of their designers; she came to the house when it 

was merely stud walls, set up a drafting table, and drew 

the cabinet layouts right here. When the cabinets arrived, 

Victor said they fit perfectly.”

Victor Morrill also found the wall of 1700s salvaged 

paneling and modified it for use in this room. The paneled 

wall is part old, part new (made with hand tools).

Flooring is slate tile in the work area and wide pine in 

the rest of the room. Countertops are schist in a satin finish, 

except for two areas with tiger-maple tops. For practical 

reasons (and because this is not a historic house), the 

dishwasher is the only appliance that is hidden.
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Beyond the 
dining room is the 

kitchen ell, 
and off that a second 

extension for a 
mudroom, bath, 
and bedroom.

Both the working kitchen and 
the adjacent informal dining 

area are set against a Georgian 
paneled fireplace wall, much of 
it salvaged (see it also on p. 13).
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top left: The mantel-
piece in the living room 
was purchased from an 
antiques dealer in Wis-
casset, Maine, and the 
firebox built to fit. above: 
Stone from the site was 
used in the landscape; 
the barn (housing three 
old Mercedes cars) was 
designed after a McKie 
Roth plan and leftover 
paneling. left: The Delft 
tile (from New Castle 
Delft in England) was de-
veloped around a theme 
of air (turkey), sea (crab), 
and land (deer), all New 
England consumables. 
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Inside a guest bedroom, the dormer makes 
a dramatic play of light and shadow. The 
washbowl sits on an antique globe base.

inside, the den is paneled in cherry 
wood, much of which came from the 
building site. “The wood was hand-
scraped, not sanded,” Chip says. Bar-
bara and Erik Schutz of Sheffield, 
Massachusetts, did the finish work. 

Window valances in the kitch-
en and den were made by hand by 
Kathleen Smith of Textile Repro-
ductions, who mixes her own veg-
etable dyes for the yarn she uses in 
her crewelwork. Chip found her af-
ter reading about a project she was 
overseeing for Historic Deerfield. 

The house has become a place 
for friends to assemble—fellow stu-
dents from a small Quaker school in 
Pennsylvania, from college and law 
school. Last summer, Chip hosted 
friends from England, France, and 
the Netherlands. The house, filled 
with history and a legacy of family, 
welcomed them all. m

“Wow. Nobody does  
work like this anymore.”  

When guests walk into our clients’ homes, that’s what they frequently say. 

In Bath, Maine, a team of passionate designers and craftspeople are creating 
timeless living spaces the way it’s been done for centuries. Irrespective of 
style, period or aesthetic, the beauty of wood selected, finished and fitted 
by hand, makes every project we work on an individual masterpiece, 
perfect for your home and the way you live in it.

So for those who question whether anyone has the knowledge, ability, or 
desire to do work like this anymore, we have an answer: We do.

Actually, we do.

KennebecCompany.com   |   (207) 443.2131
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One of a kind
Wrought iron pieces for your home

Custom Made for You
Long before the factory system,

long before mass production,
there was the blacksmith.

● ANDIRONS
● CRANES
● EARLY LIGHTING
● SCREENS
● TOOLS
● WEATHERVANES
● FIREPLACE GRATES
● SIGNS & HOUSE PLAQUES

At left: Custom fireplace crane, in-stock oven door

565 Overlook Road
Knox, PA 16232
(814) 797-1353

www.sevenpinesforge.com


